* TOPICAL EVENTS OF THE YEAR *

referee and all forced into a dense mass. Still the interior
of the ring was preserved and cleared. . . .

'From the 14th to the 58th round the greatest con-
fusion prevailed. . . .

'During this portion of the battle a magistrate made
his appearance, if possible to put an end to hostilities,
but he was "baying the moon", and he'was forced to
retire, no doubt feeling that amidst such a scene, the
dignity of his office would not be properly vindicated.
About the 50th round a wrangle arose from an allega-
tion that Bendigo had kicked Gaunt as he lay on the
ground. Gaunt claimed the fight. An appeal was made to
the referee, who declared that he saw nothing that was
avoidable, and the fight proceeded up to the 75th round,
during all which time the crush was overwhelming.
Bendigo's hitting was terrific, but still Gaunt was game
to the backbone, and although heavily punished, fought
with him, and when he caught him gave him the advan-
tage of his "Cornish hug". Both men were alternately
distressed, but the powerful hitting of Bendigo made
him a decided favourite; in fact he showed but little
appearance of injury, although he had received some
heavy body hits, and was somewhat exhausted by
Caunt's hugging and hanging upon him5 still he rallied,
and was well on his legs.'

The fight was ultimately won on a foul:

'An indescribable row followed, the friends of Ben-
digo declaring he had gone down from accident, owing
to his substitute shoes being without spikes. Bendigo
was indignant and ready to fight, but it was all U.P.
Wharton would not throw a chance away? and took his
man out of the ring, while Bendigo seized the colours,
and in turn claimed a win.
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